
A useful aid whilst out in the car or 
walking along the Devon lanes

Buzzard: A large bird with wide wings 
and finger-like feathers at the end and 
quite a wide rounded tail. Buzzards are 
often seen sitting on telegraph polls. 
They vary greatly in colour, in general 
the paler the bird, the younger it is.

Peregrine: Streamlined bodies and 
pointed wings – can reach speeds of 
up to 180 mph in a dive.

Sparrow hawk: Wings are relatively 
short, broad and blunt with a longish 
tail. They have a characteristic flight 
patten of powerful bursts of several 
wing beats which they then keep 
outstrenched - flap flap glide.

Kestrel: The smallest of the four 
with pointed wings and a longish tail 
which broadens at the tip. Often seen 
hovering over road sides and farm land.

Birds

What’s the difference between birds of prey?

Check out 
these four 
silhouettes -

Spotter’s Guide

What’s the
difference
between 
house martins,
sand martins,
swifts and swallows?

KestrelBuzzard Peregrine Sparrow hawk

Swallow (left): This bird has long 
tail streamers and a red face. 

Swift (right): This is a sickle-
shaped bird which flies high in 
the sky often accompanied by high 

pitched screaming, particularly 
around buildings.

Sand martin (right): Smaller than a house martin with brown plumage and no 
white rump. Both martins have shorter, stubbier tails than swallows and swifts.

House martin (left): 
Nests on houses and 

has a white rump.




